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He ſaith, I will ove mercy upon wh 1 ot | 
have mercy; and I will have compaſſion m/ ̃ hom 
Iwill have compaſſion, Rom; ix. 15, I will have 
mercy and not ſacrifice, Matt. xii. 7. His merey 
endureth for 1 Pſalm evi. 1. 
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SIMON and MAR v. 


2 8 L. U K E vii. 48. 


Jeſus ſaid unto her, Thy ſins are forgiven. 


Certain Phariſee, named Simon, had invited 


| our Saviour todine with him, and according 
to his cuſtom he went z for though our Saviour did 


not approve of the falſe righteouſneſs of that ſeCt, 


but was falways diſpleaſed at the manner of their 
expounding the law, whereby they made it poſſible 


for a man to keep it, ſo as to eſcape the curſes of it, 


and merit heaven by his works, and ſo ſtand blame- 
leſs before God; whereas they were thereby only 
outwardly clear like a whited wall, or painted 
ſepulchre, and needed the blood of Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs to make them all-glorious within, 


and to be without ſpot before God, and without 
which no one is freed from the curſe of the law, 


* 
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or is indeed righteous or holy in God's fight; yet 


I ſay, though in this weighty matter the phariſees 
Topped fo ſhort, and were ignorant of the righ- 
teouſneſs of God by faith, and deſpiſed others who 


had none of their ſelf-righteouſneſs, when any of 


theſe aſked our Saviour to come into their houſes 
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141 
be went, and ſhewed how willing he was good and 
bad ſhould be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
tre truth. © He fends the rain upon the juſt and 
unjuſt, and cauſes his ſun to riſe upon the evil and 
upon the good,“ and would have both be happy, 
He would have the ſelf-rightepus and high-minded 
be humbled, and leave all their ſelf wrought ſtuff, 
and obtain of him raiment that they might be 
cloathed and have on the true robe of ſalvation, 
the wedding-garment, becauſe he knew well, how- 
ever ipecious and fine all others might appear in 
men's eyes, it could not ſtand the hery trial which 
muſt try every man's work; and on the other 
hand, he would have the careleſs and the diſbe- 
dient reformed, and leave all their fins and follies, 
and come and waſh in his blood, and put on his 
righteouſneſs, and fo eſcape the judgment of the 
great day. This mind of our Saviour's is every 
Where viſible in the holy ſcriptures, and with this 
2 he ſometimes. entered public ſinners' houſes, 
uch as Zaccheus's houſe at Jericho, and was a 
eſt with a man that was a ſinner : Another time 
be fits dow! with the publican Levi; and now he 
goes to be a gueſt with one of the ſtricteſt {ect of 
the Jewiſh religion. Indeed the laſt is more to be 
_ admired than the former Poor finners wanted a 
Saviour; and therefore, when they heard him 
preach, and offer his grace io freely, no wonder 
they praved bim to come into their hearts and 
houſes: They wantec juſt ſuch a Saviour, and he 
proce on purp«:fe from heaven to ſeek and fave ſuch 
oft ſheep. But that the phariſces could invite him 
to their houſes was a real: wonder; they deſpiſed 
his fte grace and righteouſneſs, and thought they 
ere Meli enorgh alieady: Tley thought, we are 
rich, and have need of nothing; but happily ſome 
> as. * 
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of theſe are drawn to Jeſus, and, like St. Paul, ſegg \;. 
that all their good neſs is like the morning dewig? 
and even dung and droſs, and will ſo eſteem it, that 
they may win Chrift and his righteouſneſs. | 

It ſeems as if the Holy Jeſus had loved Simon, 
and had ordered the whole matter fo, that he might 
ſee an inſtance of his free love, and hear the goſpel, 
and be awakened to feel his real need of a better 
righteouſneſs than his own, and therefore would 
that day come into his houſe. 

While he was fitting at table with him, a poor 
woman, called Mary, a notorious ſinner, who, it is 
like, had heard him preach, followed him in; and 
when ſhe was got behind him, ſhe fell down weep- 
ing upon his feet, and kiffing them, and anointed 
them with ointment, and in this poſture ſhe con- 
tinued till our Saviour mercifully ſaid to her, Thy 
fins are forgiven,” ; 35 
- The manner in which ſhe found pardon, and 
ſome particulars relating to this bleſſed act of eur 
Lord's gracious dealing with her, is not ſo fully, 
recorded by any other evangeliſt as by St. Luke, 

and is worthy of our ſtti Reſt attention. 1 
As St. Luke was not of the twelve, but wrote 
his goſpel, as himſelf tells us, from what he heard 
of the apoſtles and other witneſſes by Jeſus Chriſt's 
miracles, which were confirmed to him by thoſe, 
who ſaw and were preſent when he did the things 
of which he Writes, ſo it was eaſy for him to be 
leſs exact in the order of ſetting down ſome memo- 
rable paſſages; and neither is it material therein to 
be ſo particular and punctual, fince the main thing 
aimed at through all the goſpel, is the grace and 
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mercy of God our Saviour, which mutt be teſtified 


to every creature under heaven, and a relation of 
thoſe mighty works which he did in the days cſs 


* 
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fleſh, that by hearing this, other ſinners might be 
- brought to him, and believe on him to the ſaving of 
their ſouls. | | 
The reaſon of this remark is, becauſe the other 
three evangeliſts mention this. woman's coming to 
our Saviour and anointing him, and they too agree 
it was in the houſe of Simon the Leper in Bethany, 
only they make it to have happened not many days 
before the laſt paſſover when Jeſus ſuffered ; and 
St. Luke gives us an account of it.in the beginning 
of his goſpel. - Some think this account of St, 
Luke's, and that of the other three, ſhould be under- 
ſtood of two different anointings, and by two dif- 
ferent women, the firſt Mary Slew, the ſecond 
Mary the ſiſter of Lazarus; but I rather believe all 
the accounts are of one and the ſame time and 
perſon : However, as my deſign is not to criticiſe, 
or ſcrutinize into the Jeſs material part of the 
divine hiſtory, but to ſpeak of the act of grace 
vouchſafed to a poor guilty woman, I ſhall ſay 
no more on this matter, but paſs on to execute my 
_ purpole, 0 _ | 42 ; 0 
We are told, in the 26th verſe, that a phariſee 
had Jeſus to eat with him, and he was gone into 
his houſe, and at meat when the woman came 
os: -- | | | 
Here we may obſerve, 'as I ſaid before, that 
though the phariſees were a ſelf-righteous and 
opiniated ſect of people, and who had perverted 
the very meaning of the law with falſe glofles and 
explanations, ſo that they juſtly fell under the 
tevereſt woes pronounced by our Saviour, yet when 
one of theſe wanted him to come into his houſe, 
Jeſus went, His buſineſs was with all ſorts, with 
the ſelf-righteous, to bring down the high from 
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their ſeats; and with the ſinners, to ſhew them 


ſalvation, and exalt them of low degree.“ 


A woman of the city, notorious: for crimes and 
fins, followed him in. Some of the fathers ſay the 


had heard him preach about the loſt ſheep, and I 
ſuppoſe. was fo affected, that, forgetting the phari- 
ſees utter abhorrence of ſuch people, the ventured 
into the houſe: Or if ſhe had remembered how 
they would not ſuffer a ſinner to touch them, or 
come near them, yet as her caſe was ſo deplorable 


and heavy, ſhe might eaſily think, What ſhall I 


do? This good Shepherd only can help me: He 
can but ſpurn me away, or bid me depart; and 
who knows! May be he may have mercy upon 
me; I will go in after him, guilty and miſerable 
as I am, and fall down vile as the dirt under his 


feet. Juſt ſo once Eſther thought, when her own _ 


life, and the life of her people, was at flake; UC 
pain of death none might ſpeak with the king; 


and, if ſhe did not get to him, ſhe knew all their 


lives would be loſt. in a little time; -and therefore 
ſhe ſaid, **1 can but periſh, and if I periſh, I will 
periſh at the king's feet :” This ſaid, ſhe ventured 
in, and obtained mercy fot herſelf and all the Jews. 
And thus it was when four Samaritan lepers waited 
in a periſhing condition without the gates of 


Samaria: They ſaid one to another, If we ge 
into the city, the famine is there; and if we con- 


tinue here, we ſhall die: Let us go and fall into 


the hands of the Aſſyrians, we can but die; and 
perad venture they may fave us alive.“ And this 
venturing was the happy means of ſaving them- 


ſelves, and all the city of Samaria, from dying with 

hunger; ſo then might Mary conclude, If I go 

back to the old courſe, I periſh certainly: If I 

continue in this ſtate, awakened to fee my go 
| an 
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nnd miſery, and am not helped, T'ſhall alſo periſh ; 


my fins are grievous to me, the burthen of them is 


" intolerable: I can but be caſt away, I will go and 


worſhip at his feet, perhaps the king of Iſrael is a 
merciful king, and will ſave my ſou] alive. I know 
there are many people whoſe eyes the Lord has 
opened, they know their fallen and lamentable 

eftate and are afraid: Some of theſe, inſtead of 
ſeeking mercy, turn back inte the world, and after 
they have bardened their hearts, and blinded their 


eyes, and made themſelves like the deaf adder, 


which refuleth to hear the voice of the charmer, 
charm he never ſo wiſeiy; they become twice 
dead, and have their latter end worle than the be- 
ginning. Others, like the door upon the hinges, 


move, but not out of the ſame place; they are 


often affected. and ſeem in earneſt about their ſalva- 
tion, and anon are back in all their filthineſs and 
fins again. But ethers, the wileſt of all, haſten to 
the wounds of Jeſus Chriſt; and are reſolved, if 


"they periſh, to periſh at his feet; theſe are they who 
often thus fave themſelves, and others that hear 
them: For none, however loaded with ſin and 


opprefied, however fpoiled and undone by ſatan, 


_ came to our Saviour and went away unhelped. 
Of this-trutb, this woman in the text was a happy 


witneſs. - | br batte 

It is ſaid, “ ſhe ſtood at his feet behind him 
weeping.” She could not for ſhame ſtand before 
him, ſhe lenew what a wretch ſhe had been, her 


guilt ſtated her in the face, and a ſente of her ſad 
ce eſtate made her weep. At laſt the ſinks down at 


his feet, and as her tears flowed upon them, ſhe 


wiped them off with her hair, I ſuppoſe all Jeſus 


ſaid at table affected her more and more; every 
word, I dare ſay, went to the heart, and the Holy 
„ V 
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f os 1 


Ghoft, who had begun the good work, doubtleſs, 


gave her to feel who Jeſus was, and that © he was 
come. to ſave Iſrael from all his fins.” This ſenſe 


of his grace, together with a ſenſe of her ſinful life, 


could melt her hard heart, and cauſe the tears to 
flow faſt dawg; and, when bis feet were quite wet 
and waſhed therewith, ſhe might think, O I am 


unworthy that my polluted tears 93 5 touch his 


fiered feet; and then ſhe wiped them off with her 


bair, and kiſſed them, perhaps thinking in her 


heart, Theſe are the dear feet of that Shepherd who 
bas left his ninety- nine in the wilderneſs to come 
and ſeek and ſave me; theſe are the bleſſed feet 
Which have been. weary, and ſore with journies and 
travelling in ſearch, of the Jaſt ſheep me ; and again 
the Kiſſed them, and new floods of tears overſtreamed 
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While this was doing, the phariſce, Simon, was 
ſadly. offended with qur dear Saviour: He queſ- 
| tioned if he even was a prophet? and thought, if 


be was, he would know who that woman is, an d 
concluded, if he had been a gqod man, a righteous 


* 


erſon, he would got ſuffer her to come near him. | 


"oor men! be little thought what a Saviour the 


on of God was : He did not know that he was ' 
come. 40, Kant that ; which: ps Jolly ,$9d £0. 06.9 


friend of finners; and bad, he only have known the | 


depth of bis own. beart, he had neither deſpiſed the 
woman, nor been ↄffended with Jeſus, but, in deep- 


: 


eſt ſhame and abaſement, he had proſtrated himlelf | 


before him, and begged, God be merciful to me 


a ſinner ] It js a horrid and fearful thing to fup- 
poſe, becauſe one has lived a ſtrict life, gone to 
_ Church, received the ſacrament, and done much 


good, that therefore one is rightegus. Such was 
the righteouſneſs of ſerihes and phariſees, and againſt 


E | 
ſuch our Lord Jeſus inveighed fo earneſtly, telling 
| his diſciples, *© I fay to you, except your righ- 
teouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of fcribes and 
phariſees, you can in no'caſe enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” All the righteouſneſs of men, all our 
Works, our duties, our alms, and pious deeds, is but 
ſelf-righteouſneſs. It is but garniſhing the tomb 
and beautifying the ſepulchre: It is whitening the 
wall, and making clean the outfide of the cup and 
platter. It is at beſt but the righteoufneſs of works, 
the righteouſfnefs of the law, and by which no 
fleſh can be juſtified.” This is what God calls, in 
Iſaiah, filthy rags, a polluted cloth, and ſays, It 
ſhall not profit thee, All this and more St. Paul 
had, before ever he was a chriſtian, and becauſe he 
knew the diſciples ſpoke againſt depending on ſuch 
a ſandy foundation, he thought, they ſpoke blaſ- 
phemous words againſt Moſes and the law, and per- 
ſecuted to the utmoſt all of that way; but when his 
eyes were opened, no one was more zealous to ſet 
at nought all other righteouſnefs but the righteouf- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt; and this was the reaſon why 
publicans and harlots entered the kingdom before 
the ſelf-righteous. ' The latter falſely concluded, 
they were your and righteous, and better than 
others, and ſo reſted without Chriſt and his merits; 
but the former, when they heard the preaching, 
knew they had no righteouſneſs, and came as guilty 
and loſt fouls' to our Saviour and obtained mercy, 
and he became the Lord their Righteouſneſs. 'Fhis 
was indeed the caſe with Mary, and this was the 
cafe of Simon. He was ignorant of his fallen con- 
dition by nature, and knew he had not done the 
crimes ſhe had done, and ſo ſuppoſed himſelf bet- 
ter, and one whe had leſs, far lefs to be forgiven : 
. This led him to defpiſe the finner, and to be 
ä . 
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offended with his Lord. This is the caſe of many 
in the world, they deſpiſe others as the dogs of 
the flock, and are themſelves in as dangerous a . 
ſtate, and do not know it; but think like Laodice- - 
ans, as they are, I am rich, and increaſed 
with goods, I have need of nothing, and are yerily 
poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked)... 

Our Saviour knew Simon's thoughts, and watch- 
ed all that paſſed in the weeping finner Mary, and 
therefore ſaid, ** Simon, I have ſomewhat to ſay to 
 thee;” and he ſaid, ** Maſter, ſay on.“ I ſuppoſe - 
poor Mary liftened eagerly to all that proceeded - 


out of his mouth, and now more eſpecially, Jeſus . _ 


ſaid, „There was, in a certain city, a creditor 
which had two debtors ; one owed him five hundred 
p2nce, and the other fifty. - Immediately — 


woman felt the meaning; ſhe thought, Thou Jeſus _ 


art the creditor, and I and Simon are the two 
debtors; Simon owes bim fifty, but I five hundred: 
And now ſhe might juſtly expect to hear him ſay, 
when they had nothing to pay, he caſt them into 
priſon; but, to her eternal joy, he ſaid, ** And 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
all: Which of them will love him moſt? And 
Simon anſwered, I ſuppoſe him to whom he for- 
gave moſt: And Jeſus ſaid, Thou haſt rightly 
judged.” O how did her heart bound and leap for 
joy at hearing this! She wept tears of grief before, 
but now they were tears of joy that fell upon his 
feet. She ſaw the doctrine of free grace, and be- 
Leved in unmerited mercy, and now more than 
ever ſhe kiſſed his feet and anointed them with 
precious ointment; and now ſeſus turned to the 
woman: This was what ſhe wanted : She longed 
for a tender look, for a ſmile from that face of his, 
be turned: It is not ſaid, ſhe then roſe and ſtood 
705 © B23 | before 
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before him; no, the hour of her deliveranee was 
come: He turned and locked upon her,” arid ſaid, 
Seeſt thou this man, Simon f as if he had ſaid, 
Behold this pobf polfited härlöt, 'this wicked and 
Wandering Ehild; Þ de Her fins, chat Ire many, are 
forgiven ber I She muſt be ovefcome with Joy and 
D for the king dom bf Ged was come to 
her; ſhe felt redem edel, — "was faved. We do 
| Hot hear that ſhe had prayed a'wbrd; ot afel any 
intreaties; no, perhaps ſhe had ever prayed in her 
life, and did not klow how to ſpeak ſhame and 
trouble; but her heart prayed; Jeſus heard the un- 
utterable ſighs of her heart, and her tears ſpoke the 
language of her thirſty and needy ſoul: And here 
't would not be amiſs to obſerve, that when a poor 
oppreſſed ſoul cannot tf ak; or does not know how 
to pray, Jeſus fees the bottom of the heart, and the 
geiler and pantings '6f an awakened foul 'are of 
More Weight with- him than ten thouſand fine 
words, or well compoſed prayers, or whole burnt- 

_ offerings or facrifices. But to return: Jeſus looked 
upon ber, and ſaid to Simon, When 'I entered 
into thine hooſe thou gab ſt me no water for my 
ſeet, but this woman has waſhed my feet with her 
ate: and BP ped them with the hair of her head. 
T hou gave me no kifs, but ſhe has not ceaſed to 
kiſs a feet. My bead with oil thou didſt not 
anoint, but ſhe has anointed my ſeet with oint- 
ment.” None who ſtood by could have ſuppoſed 
fhat the Lord had 'aken any notice of the woman; 
bur when they vu him ſpeaking to Simon, and 
rſuing his oiſcourſe to thoſe Who ſat at meat 


with him, it ſeemed as if he had not obſerved any 


th ng (te did; but fee, he had duly rematked all, 
| fiom firſt to laſt. His heart had yearned over her 
from eyerlaſting, and all the days of her ſinning his 

1. 
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eyes Watched her and, longed to be gracious, He 


was come indeed to the world to ſave her among 
the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, and to brin 
| her back to the Shepherd and Biſhop of her foul z 
and neither was her deſires and ſighs for ſalvation 

any other than the effects of his own love. His 

Spirit had drawn her to him, and every tear ſhe 
had ſhedd he obſerved and counted. He felt her 
real anni his feet he noticed, and 
ho- 


wiped them and anointed them with ſpike 5 


nard. All this is evident and clear” from his ex- 
poſtulation with Simon. It was all as if he had 
ſaid, Simon, this woman, in the bottom of her 
. believes ſhe is more indebted to me five hun- 
dred times than thou art: She knows her fins are 
many, ande her faults innumerable; it is therefore 
the glad news of mercy is ſuch. a goſpel” to her, 
therefore ſhe cleaves to me ſo cloſe for help, there= 
fore ſhe is ſo aſhamed and. humbled, and now. when 
I forgive her ſhe loves me more. When I came 
into - houſe, how.coldly was, I received? Thou 
a veſt me no kiſs to welcome ne. O hadft thou 
1 the want of a Saviour, or believed what u 
gueſt thou haſt this day with thee, thou 'wouldeſt 
frot,. thou couldeſt not have forbore to  kils me. 
Thou wouldeſt have fallen down at my feet and 
wondered at that mercy of mercies, and thought 
the God of the whole earth comes to me! But this 
poor woman, whom ſatan and, her luſts have Jed 
captive theſe many years, ſee how glad ſhe is of a 
Lander how thankful and happy ſhe is at my feęt -f 
ow: baye. I been welcomed by her! Since Ic], 
in, ſhe has not ceaſed to kiſs my feet, Thou alfa 
gaveſt me no water to waſh my feet- The reaſon 
was, Thou haſt not known that all the angels have 
rejoiced to wait on me: Thou haſt not 9 
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who I, the Son of man, am, or thou wouldeſt have 
counted it the greateſt honour to be my ſervant and 
waſh my feet: But this woman, whom thou fo 
deſpiſeſt, knows me; my Father in heaven has 
taught her, and therefore ſhe cometh to me. See 
how her tears are poured out on my feet, and how 
ſhe wipes them with the hair of her head ! How is 
that proud ſpirit of the harlot humbled in the duſt |. 
How is that head (once lifted up haughty and 
whoriſh, deckt with ornaments and finery to allure 
men to fin with her) abaſed at my feet! Thoſe 
eyes, which once darted impure flame, now ſee how 
they are fountains, and aſhamed to look up. Her 
all, her very precious ointment ſhe. beſtows upon 

my feet, and loves me much, becauſe much is for- 
given her. Think only, Simon, if 1 ſhould par- 
don thee with thy few ſins, and her with her many, 
how little love or thanks I ſhould get from thee, 
and how much from her: In this thou erreſt, and 
ſuppoſeſt that thou haſt but a little to be forgiven; 
whereas thou, in thy heart and in thy nature, art 
the ſame ſinner; and thy hypocriſy and pride are as 
abominable in my eyes, as her uncleanneſs and 
lewaneſs have been, „ 
„ And he ſaid to her, Thy ſins are forgiven.” 
It is remarkable we do not hear that Simon aſked 
this mercy, or that Jeſus ever ſaid thus to him; 
but it appears rather as if he continued yet offended, 
and reaſoned with the reſt if he did not blaſpheme 
in ſaying, * Thy fins are forgiven,” . . 
It ſeems as if Simon had heard and ſeen the piety 
of our Saviour, and reſpected him upon that ac 
Count ; perhaps he had thought, this man may do 
2.2reat-deal of good to the vile and common. peo- 
ple, and others who are not of the ſtrict ſect of the 
pÞariſecs ; but, doubtleſs, he did not receive him 
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as if he himſelf wanted his help, or to be ſaved by 
him: No, he expected rather Jeſus ſhould praiſe 
him for his ſtrict life, and with ſcora and con- 
. tempt, and with threatenings, reduce to obedience. 
He, no doubt, was conſcious of his failing in ſome 
points, but he thought it was but a little: He was 
like the reſt of that ſort, who *© thanked God that 
he was no drunkard, extortioner, &c. nor even like 
the publicans;” and this made him receive our 
Saviour and his doctrine ſo coldly: Had he only 
been truly convinced of ſin, and ſeen how all fins 
come out of the heart, and that our whole nature 
is corrupt and abominable, and our beſt works and 

duties are ſpoiled and ſtained with ſin, he certainly 
had not ſo behaved. , He would not have thought 
of any being greater ſinners than himſelf; but, 
knowing his own wicked heart, and the ſecret 
ſtirring of luſt and pride, he would have met our 
Saviour with a heart overflowing with joy, and 
kiſſed his feet, and thanked him that he would bring 
ſalvation into his houſe, and help and ſave him from 
all his ſin, | 11 5 EOF | | | 5. 

On the other hand, the only reaſon why the wo- 
man received him ſo thankfully was, ſhe knew her 
loſt.ſtate, ſhe had no falſe righteoulneſs to depend 
on, ſhe wanted a Saviour; and now ſhe had found 
him, ſhe worſhips him, kiſſes his feet, wegps, and 
is overcome With joy. A 

As bread to a man dying with hunger is ſweet, 

and water to one periſhing with thirſt, ſo is a 
Saviour's preſence and his tender mercies to a ſoul 
conſcious of his fin, and who is awakened in his 
heart, and has ior ever done attempting to clear 
himſelf, or perſuade himſelf that he is good or 
_ righteous, but knows I am undone, and ſpoiled, and 
| loſt, unleſs God Almighty, through free * 
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wok vpon me ahd fave me. O no tongue can ex- 
preſs how much ſuch long to have our Saviour turn 
to them and ſay, ** Thy fins, that are many, are 
forgiven thee ** If any among you, who hear me 
to-day, are in this caſe, if you feel your ſin, and 
want a Saviour, draw near and fall before the Son 
of man: It is a true ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
to fave ſinners. Do not be affrighted becauſe you 
cannot pray rightly, or as ſome can, you want a 
Saviour the more: Look how the woman did, and 
go and do likewiſe. Let your tears and fizhs ſpeak 
the language of your heart, and know the God with 
whom you have to do, the Lamb to whom you 
come, has eyes like a flame of fire. He ſees your 
hearts, and knows better what you want than you 
know yourfelves. You muſt not think he loves 
long prayers, or will hear becauſe of your much 
ſpeaking. He tries the heart and the reins, and 
liftens to the ſofteſt aſpirations and ſighs for mercy. 
Open your breaſts before him continually, and this 
you can do as well in the field, in the ſhop, in the 
ouſe, in the bed, or with company, or alone, or 
fick, or in health, as if you were on your knees in 
the cloſet, or praying in the great congregation. 
This is to pray always. 2 this then, and leave 
not the other undone, and you ſhall find whät a 
heart Jeſus has. When he had a mind to ſave 
this poor woman, for a While he ſeemed as if he 
did not ſee her, and bahaved as if he did not regard 
her tears and kiſſes; but how happy an anſwer did 
ſhe at laſt obtain: Go in peace, thy faith has 
ſaved thee, thy fins are forgiven.“ Juſt ſo when 
Saul was awakened in his journey to Damaſous, 
for a time he ſeemed to be forſaken and diſregarded, 
and. this ſo pained him, that he could neither eat 
4 | ; O 
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or drink till God haſtened away Annanias to him 
with the glad news of his fins being waſhed away. 
When Annanias would have pleaged with Jeſus 
againſt going, becauſe he was afraid of him, he 
ſays to him, Make haſte, for behold he prayeth;“ 
as if he would have ſaid, I cannot bear his ſighs, 
and his tears, and cries; make haſte, I muſt help 
him: Tell him to ariſe and waſh away his ſins, 
& calling, upon the name of the Lord.” It has 
been our dear Saviour's manner of acting; he 
hides his face and we are troubled; but he ſays, 
« For a little moment have I hid myſelf from 
thee, but with everlaſting mercies will I gather 
thee.” Be not therefore. diſcouraged, whatever 
your circumſtances are; however you are diſ- 
treſſed or burthened, whatever fears or doubts 
trouble you, bring all to the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, . 
and there abide til] he has ſaid in your heart, 
Thy fins are forgiven;“ till, like Mary, you 
can weep for joy, and kiſs his feet here and in 
„„ e 1 
But before I conclude this diſcourſe, I ſhall ſpeak 
upon this doctrine of forgiveneſs of fin, and prove, 
that we receive forgiveneſs of our fin in this world, 
and that we can moſt ſurely know our fins are for- 

WEN | | 
: Above all things, I wonder that men who read 
the, ſcripture daily, and hear it read continually, 
venture to affirm, we muſt not expect to be for- 
given in this world; and if we are forgiven here, 
yet we cannot know it. I know well this doctrine 
- pleaſes our common enemy; for this may ſettle 
ſome upon their lees, almoſt perſuaded to be chriſ- 
tians; and others never concern themſelves about. 
looking after pardon, fince it cannot be found in 
this world; and ſo when they come to die (they 
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think) it will be time enough for them.  Unbe« 
lief and pure infidelity is at the bottom of the 
whole, elſe as remiſſion of ſin is ſo often pro- 
miſed to him that believeth in the ſcripture, men 
would not dare ſay we cannot obtain it here in 
this world, but with all earneſtneſs would ſeek it 
and find it. 5 A dens ade 
St, Peter ſays, ©* Through this Man's name, 
whoſoever believeth ſhall receive remiſſion of fins,” 
Acts x. 43. Again he ſays, The promiſe of 

forgiveneſs of fins, and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is unto you and unto your children, and unto them 
that are far off, even to as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call,” Acts ii. 38, 29, The ſcriptures 
were therefore written, and the goſpel preached, 
that we might repent and believe, -and have our 
fins blotted out; and it is the bleſſedneſs of which 
David in the Pſalms, and St. Paul in the epiſtle 
to the Romans, ſpeaks of, when they ſay, © Bleſſed 
is that man whoſe iniquities are. forgiven, and 
whoſe ſins are covered, Pſalm xxxii. Rom iv. 7. 
Iſaiah's prophecy, and that of Ezekiel's too, are 
filled with promiſes of this kind; and David cer- 
_ tainly knew it fulfilled in himſelf, when he ſays, 
„Thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin,” Pſalm 
xxxii. 5. And again, Praiſe the Lord, O my 

ſoul, who forgiveth all thy ſins, and healeth all 
thy infirmities,” Pſalm ciii, 3. The angel told 
Iſaiah, Thy iniquity is taken away, and thy 
fin is purged,” Iſaiah vi. 7. Hezekiah ſays, „The 
Lord, out of love to my ſoul, has caſt all my fins 
behind his back,” Iſaiah xxxviii. 17. To Joſhua 
it was ſaid, “ Behold, I have cauſed thy iniquity 
to paſs from thee,” Zech iii. 4. So to the man 
fick of the palſy, Jeſus ſaid, © Son, thy fins are 
torgiven thee,” Mark ii. 5. St. Paul ſays, „He 
. has 
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has forgiven you all treſpaſſes, Col. ii. 13. And 
again, We have redemption in his blood, even 
the remiſſion of our fins,” Eph, i. 7. St. John 


ſays, I have written to you becauſe your fins are 


forgiven you,” x John ii. 12. If our Saviour 
ever forgaye fins, he does now, and to the end of 
the world. The Son of man has not Joſt the 
power to forgive ſins upon earth. He is the ſole 
High- prieſt, and abſolves, and waſhes, and make} 
clean whom he will. His blood has the ſame effect 
now as formerly to cleanſe us from all ſins; and 
as I ſaid before, pure unbelief is the cauſe of 
any one's denying ſo precious a doctrine. The 
evaſion ſome uſe, who, ſay we may be forgiven 


and never know it, is inſufferable. Can a loaded. 


man be eaſed of his burden and he not know it? 
Can the priſoner be releaſed and be ignorant of 
it? or the leper be cleanſed and he not the wiſer ? 
Then is it all fancy, and not real; but if che ſick, 
the leper, the heavy- laden, muſt know when they 
are delivered, ſo, muſt the ſouls know when the 
Lord Jeſus. has done away their iniquity. The 
heart feels his words ſpirit. and life, and rejoiceth 
that he has given them the Fnowledge of their ſal- 
vation by the remiſſion of thelgfins., at 
It would depreciate and * 66 the work of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to ſuppoſe he can apply the bloed 
of Chriſt, waſh and pardon a ſoul, and leave it in- 
ſenſible of the great mercy, Nor could we thank 
the. Lord, or praiſe him for his grace, if we could 


not certainly know our ſin is pardoned, and our 


tranſgreſſion hid, It is this that makes us love our 


| Saviour much, becauſe we know he has forgiven us 


much. 1 35 IRS, | 
do not doubt at all, that many ſouls are ſenſi - 


ble of a divine work upon their hearts, who feel 
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often a joy which a ſtranger intermeddles not with, 
and who are enlightened by the Sun of righteoul- 
neſs, and comforted much, who nevertheleſs can 
not ſay, I know my fins are forgiven; but then 
Jet not ſuch reſt till they can ſay it; and if they 
are ſincere, and do not want to deceive them- 
ſelves, they will not reſt till all the promiſes are 
| fulfilled to them. They will not ceaſe to thirſt, 
and to beſeech our Saviour, like Mary at his feet, 
till they have heard him ſay, Go in peace, thy 

ns are forgiven thee;“ or till they can ſing, 
<< He has loyed me and waſhed me from my fins in 
his own blood.” | | 
Unbelief can really hurt us in this and all other 
matters of our Saviour's kingdom ; and I therefore 
pray all who hear me, not to encourage or ſuffer 
the thought which claſhes with the promiſes of 
God, or the experience of ſuch who through faith 
have obtained pardon of their fins, and the righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, What ſignifies all the 
arguments brought againſt this doctrine by carnal 
men ? Or why ſhould we be moved when they 
aſk, How can it be? and endeavour to prove it 
impoſſible for us now to receive ſo great mercy. 
If the ſcriptures are not true, and the apoſtles and 
firſt chriſtians haye been deceivers, or if the pro- 
miſes of our Saviour are no more to be depended 
upon, and his hand is ſhortened, and his ways 
altered, then may we hear them who oppoſe this 
truth; but if he be true, then let all who ſpeak 
otherwiſe be liars; and as fuch promiſes are left 
us, let every one, with all his heart, ſeek to make 
his falvation ſure, and reſolve to fink before the 
once- pierced feet of God our Saviour with prayers 
and tears, till he has ſaid to us, as he did to the 
woman in the text, © Thy fins are forgiven ;*. 
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with a confidence and aſſurance” of this, we can 
live happy in this preſent life, and depart happy 


to the life to come. This only can make us meet 
the king of terrors valiantly, and go in peace 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, becauſe 
our fins are forgiven us for his name's fake. God 
for Chriſt's ſake has forgiven us. Our unrigh» 


teouſneſs is pardoned, and our iniquities covered 3 


we are bleſſed, yea we ſhall be bleſſed for ever, 
fince God, our own God and Saviour, has been 


merciful to our iniquities, and our fin he will re- 
member no more. He has caſt all our fins into 


the deep of the ſea; the blood of the Lamb has 


waſhed them away. To him be glory, and falva- 


tion, and praiſe, for ever and ever. 
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Thou loving and merciful Saviour, who out 
of mere pity to the children of men, once left 
thy everlafting throne and glory, and was made 
man for the ſake of dying and redeeming them out 
of their loſt eſtate, be pleaſed ſtill to be gracious in 
tqe ſame way, and abide the friend of ſinners. Take 
me to be thy child; and behold me at thy feet like 

Mary begging for mercy and forgiveneſs, nor ſend 
me empty away for thy name's ſake. I am a poor 
finner who:owes thee much; for I have failed and 
finned in all I have done ever fince I was born; J 
Have no righteouſneſs to pltad, but as a guilty cri- 
minal before the bar, ſo ſtand I before the Judge of 
all the earth, whoſe eyes have tried and found me 
deſerving eternal death. I have no excuſe; I have 
been diſobedient and careleſs; I have defiled my 
body and foul, and am aſhamed to lift up my 
bead. Lord! I have nothing to pay, O freely for- 
give me all, and I will love thee much for ever and 
ever. Let thoſe ſharp and bitter pains of thine eaſe 
my heart, which elſe will be uneaſy day and night. 
Let thy wounds heal the moſt diſeaſed ſoul that ever 
prayed to thee; and let thy bloody ſweat, and thoſe 

bleſſed ſtreams which flowed out of thy crucified 
_—_ waſh me and make me clean. Gor to me, 
Thy fins are forgiven thee;“ and let thy Holy 
n thou haſt promiſed as the Comforter, 
aſſure my heart that all my fins are pardoned for 
ever, and ſhall no more come into thy remem- 
brance. Forgive me that I have been ſo careleſs 
" bitherto of thy ſalvation, and have ſo contented elt 
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ſelf without God in the world; forgive my indiffe< 
rence about my part in thee, and my coldneſs to 

thy ſufferings and merits. O] have mercy upon 
me, and let me go comforted and in thy peace to 
the grave. Be with me when my ſtrength fails 
me, and lay thy everlaſting arms under my head 
when I am departing this life; be then nearer than 
ever, and let my latter end be better than the be- 
ginning | O do this, my dear Saviour, my Lord 


od and Releemer, that I may bleſs thee and love 
thee eternally. Amen. "7, : 
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